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From left are Lifting Up Westchester 2017 Oasis of Hope honorees Paul Anderson-Winchell, 
Lifting Up Westchester executive director; and Carlos Muñoz, former Grace Church board 

chairman.

Li�ing Up Westchester Raises 
$110K at Oasis of Hope Gala

Birding, Hiking & More 
At County Parks

Honor Alexander Hamilton 
at St. Paul�s Bene�t Dinner

MLK Institute to 
Celebrate Champions Op-Ed: New Rochelle School 

Board Discusses Budget   

Forum for School & Library 
Board Candidates Coming Up �e Challenges of Being an 

Orthodox Rabbi & a Woman 

Li�ing Up Westchester, the 38-year-old so-
cial services organization that serves all of West-
chester, celebrated at its annual Oasis of Hope 
spring gala at Leewood Golf Club in Eastchester 
on April 20. More than 200 patrons and support-
ers were in attendance and $110,000 was raised, 
which will help provide homeless and poverty 
services for more than 4,000 Westchester men, 
women and children in need over the coming 
year. 

Nearly $39,000 was raised speci�cally for 
the agency�s Brighter Futures Summer Camp, 
which is a �ve-week day camp program for up to 
100 of the county�s homeless and economically-
disadvantaged children. With this funding, 78 
children will be able to attend the camp. 

Li�ing Up Westchester is still in need of 
scholarships for a remaining 22 children. Each 
camp scholarship is $500.

Honored at the event were Paul Anderson-
Winchell, who is retiring as the agency�s execu-
tive director; and Carlos Muæoz, philanthropist 
and former chairman of the board.

�It�s incredibly humbling to have been hon-
ored this year by the organization that I have 
loved serving,� said Anderson-Winchell. �We 
have a tremendous team of sta� and volunteers 
who put their heart and soul into helping our 
neighbors in need. I�m just one of the team.�

�For the past 11 years, Paul has been our 
executive director and he�s being honored for his 
visionary leadership, his tireless work to devel-
op collaborations and partnerships with other 
Westchester agencies, and for his unfailing be-
lief that we can accomplish more together than 
we can separately,� added Helen Hamlyn, board 
president. 

Muæoz was recognized for his lifetime 
commitment to giving back to the community 
as a volunteer, philanthropist, and as the former 
chairman of the board of Grace Church Com-
munity Center (now Li�ing Up Westchester). He 
has served on several corporate and charitable 
boards, and prior to his retirement, the White 
Plains resident had a long �nancial career �rst 
at Citibank and later at Dime Bancorporation as 
executive vice president in charge of credit and 
risk management, and president of the Dime 
Consulting Group.

Li�ing Up Westchester provides assistance 
to Westchester County�s neediest and most at-
risk residents. For the 2,000 homeless individu-
als in the county, services includes Grace�s Kitch-
en, which annually provides more than 20,000 
free and nutritious weekday and holiday meals; 
Samaritan House Women�s Shelter and Open 
Arms Men�s Shelter; in addition to housing ser-
vices to prevent eviction and homelessness. 

For disadvantaged and homeless youth in 
the county, Li�ing Up Westchester o�ers �ve 
weeks of summer day camp, an a�er-school 
mentoring program and college scholarships to 
help them become the �rst in their families to 
get a college degree and the last to live in pov-
erty. 

Also, Li�ing Up Westchester�s Neighbors 
Home Care Services, a licensed home health 
care services agency, o�ers quality home care to 
more than 400 homebound seniors and disabled 
individuals annually.  

For more information about Li�ing Up 
Westchester, visit www.li�ingupwestchester.org 
or contact Chris Schwartz at cschwartz@li�in-
gupwestchester.org or 914-949-3098.

A number family programs are scheduled 
this weekend at Westchester County parks and 
nature centers.

�e Trailside Nature Museum at Ward Pound 
Ridge Reservation at Routes 35 and 121 South in 
Cross River will host its annual Bird Walk on Sat-
urday, May 6 at 8 a.m. Join naturalist and expert 
birder Ed Kanze for an early morning bird walk 
through the reservation. For more information, 
call 914-864-7322.

Also on Saturday, the Cranberry Lake Pre-
serve on Old Orchard Street in north White Plains 
will host a Bird Walk from 8 to 9:30 a.m. Join avid 
birder Mike Bochnik from Hudson River Audu-
bon Society in search for all the birds that live 
around the lake. 914-428-1005.

�e Cranberry Lake Preserve will also host a 
Wild�ower Walk on Saturday from noon to 2 p.m. 
Join master gardener Mary Harrington to identify 
and learn about the wild�owers that inhabit the 
reserve. 914-428-1005.

From 10 a.m. to noon Saturday at Muscoot 
Farm on Route 100 in Somers, there will be a 
hike around the farm. Ever want to see more of 
Muscoot? Join this intermediate hike through the 
farm�s outback. Meet at the reception center. 914-
864-7282.

Also on Saturday, the Edith G. Read Wildlife 
Sanctuary at Playland Parkway in Rye will host 
a Volunteer Corps Work Day from 10 a.m. to 2 
p.m. Help with invasive plant removal, trail work, 
beach clean-up, and more. Weather permitting. 
914-967-8720. 

�e Edith G. Read Wildlife Sanctuary will 
also host an �orienteering� program from 1 to 
2:30 p.m. Saturday. Learn how to use a compass to 
�nd your way along the landscape using a check-
list and questions along a planned route. 914-967-

8720.
From 1 to 3 p.m. Saturday at the Marshlands 

Conservancy on Route 1 (Boston Post Road) in 
Rye, a volunteer work project to spread wood 
chips on hiking trails is scheduled. Bring work 
gloves; hand tools will be provided. 914-835-4466.

On Saturday and Sunday, May 6 and 7, Mus-
coot Farm in Somers will host an art show from 
noon to 4 p.m. Works by the Westchester Water 
Color Group will be on view in the Main House 
weekends through May 28. 914-864-7282.

On Sunday, May 7, the Marshlands Conser-
vancy in Rye will host its spring warbler migra-
tion hike from 7:30 to 9 a.m. Bring binoculars to 
observe the morning movements of these speedy 
migrants. 914-835-4466.

�e Marshlands Conservancy will also host 
a �One with the Clay� make-n-take event Sunday 
from 2 to 3:30 p.m. Learn how to make several 
styles of clay pots and take one home with you. 
914-835-4466.

Also on Sunday, the Bronx River Parkway will 
be closed to vehicular tra�c from White Plains to 
Scarsdale for its �rst �Bicycle Sunday� event of the 
season, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Cyclists, walkers, 
joggers and those with strollers may occupy the 
roadway from the Westchester County Center 
to Scarsdale Road, a 13.5-mile loop. Park at the 
County Center. Bicycle Sundays take place every 
Sunday during May and June, with the exception 
of Memorial Day weekend. 

From 1 to 3 p.m. Sunday, Muscoot Farm in 
Somers will host Coyote Awareness Day. Join sta� 
from the Wolf Conservation Center for informa-
tion about coyotes. 914-864-7282.

For more information about Westchester 
County parks and nature centers, visit parks.west-
chestergov.com.

An appreciation of Alexander Hamilton 
and recognition of the founding father�s connec-
tion to St. Paul�s Church will be the theme of this 
year�s Historic Bene�t Dinner on Saturday, May 
13 from 5 to 9 p.m. at St. Paul�s Church National 
Historic Site, 897 S. Columbus Ave., Mt. Vernon.

�e event features the performance of an 
original series of four scenes dramatizing key 
developments in the life and times of Hamilton, 
who was the �rst secretary of the Treasury, Con-
tinental Army o�cer, political philosopher and 
tragic duel victim. Music and a multi-course pe-
riod meal are also part of the evening�s festivities.

�e dinner event honors Annmarie Flan-
nery, president of the Eastchester Historical So-
ciety, who led the society�s active participation in 
the highly successful celebration of the 350th an-
niversary of the Town of Eastchester, which was 

founded at the site of St. Paul�s in 1664. Flannery 
has also greatly improved preservation of the 
society�s valuable historical materials and estab-
lished an annual Eastchester Historical Society 
Scholarship for local high school students.  

When she is not preserving history, Flan-
nery is a nurse manager at Monte�ore Medical 
Center and the proud mother of three teenage 
boys.   

Donation tickets cost $75, and proceeds 
help support the public and educational pro-
grams of St. Paul�s Church National Historic Site. 
�e sponsor is the Society of the National Shrine 
of the Bill of rights, a 501(c)3 non-pro�t organi-
zation that administers St. Paul�s through a coop-
erative agreement. 

For more information, call the site at 914-
667-4116.

�e Westchester MLK Institute for Non-
violence will host its eighth annual Celebra-
tion of Champions awards dinner and bene�t 
�ursday, May 11 at the Community Unitarian 
Universalist Congregation, 468 Rosedale Ave., 
White Plains. �e reception will be at 5:30 p.m., 
and dinner will begin at 6:30 p.m. 

�e MLK Institute will award community 
leaders and activists for their pursuit of justice 
with purpose and persistence. 

Eric Katz is an educator at New Rochelle 
High School, advisor for the student Human 
Rights Club there, and chairman of Green-
burgh�s Human Rights Advisory Commission. 
He will be honored for his work in encourag-
ing activism for human rights among youth and 
adults. 

�e American Muslim Women�s Associa-
tion, based in Westchester County, has worked 
since the terrorist attacks of Sept. 11, 2001 to 
educate others about Islam and li� the voices 
of American Muslim women. �ey will be hon-
ored for their work in interfaith bridge-build-
ing.

Attorneys Mayo Bartlett, Debra Cohen, 
Randolph McLaughlin and Abdulwali Muham-
mad are the legal team for the family of Ken-
neth Chamberlain Sr., and others they believe 

were the victims of police misconduct. �ey 
will be honored for their pursuit of racial justice 
through the legal system. 

�e event also features the Art Bennett 
Quartet.   

�e Celebration of Champions annually 
awards individuals and organizations for their 
grassroots e�orts in community leadership and 
activism in nonviolence and social justice. �It�s 
always inspiring and very special � a highlight 
of the year,� said longtime board member Julie 
Carran. �It brings our diverse neighbors togeth-
er to shine a light on exceptional community 
members we all need to learn from.� 

�e MLK Institute of Nonviolence facili-
tates nonviolent action for social change and 
teaches nonviolence as a way of life. In its 29th 
year, the MLK Institute is an important re-
source for education, advocacy and communi-
ty-building in Westchester County and beyond. 
�is dinner helps sustain MLK Institute�s im-
portant work.

Tickets are $100 per person and include 
a silent auction, dinner and awards ceremony; 
only a limited number of seats remain. For in-
formation on tickets and journal ads, call 914-
949-6555 or visit www.celebrationofchampi-
ons2017.eventbrite.com. 

By Peggy Godfrey
What makes a �special meeting� of the 

New Rochelle Board Education on April 14 so 
special? �e opening remarks by Superinten-
dent of Schools Brian Osborne set the tone, es-
pecially when he explained his proposed bud-
get for the 2017-18 school year. 

�e planned budget is within the state-
mandated 2 percent property tax cap. Posi-
tions that have been added include a part-time 
teacher at Isaac E. Young to accommodate en-
rollment increases.

State aid is projected to help with the tax 
burden.  

�e outcome of the public vote on the bud-
get this month will determine if the district will 
need to go to a contingency budget, if the pro-
posed budget is voted down. It was again stated 
that the district�s per-pupil cost is the second 
lowest in the county, and 7 percent less than the 
county average. �e �nal amount of school aid 
of $552,000 is anticipated, according to school 
board member David Lacher. 

�e board, over the last two years, has un-
der-spend, and Lacher cautioned that there is a 
need to restore the fund balance.

Osborne made special mention of the new 
state-funded programs, especially those that 
are �shared with the City of New Rochelle.� My 
Brother�s Keeper will continue to be in the bud-

get.
During the public comment period of the 

meeting, Vincent Malfetano said he wants the 
bus policy to be expanded so more pupils can 
be driven to school. He also expressed concern 
about the long-range projections for the num-
ber of children in proposed new apartments 
downtown, which have already been approved 
for construction by the New Rochelle City 
Council. He said he feels more attention should 
be paid to the policy and tax agreements for 
these apartments.   

�e proposed Beckwithe Point waterfront 
condominium project was later cited because 
the developer had no projections of school 
children in this development agreement report 
approved by the city council. 

A�er public comment, several board 
members spoke favorably about the proposed 
budget. Lianne Merchant said she is pleased 
with the �vision and foresight� re�ected in the 
budget, especially the strength in areas such as 
art, music and engineering.

�e previously announced proposal to 
have a referendum that would be a separate ac-
count of money that developers are supposed to 
give the Board of Education has been changed. 
�is funding, when received, will be placed in 
the school budget�s general fund as it is received 
from downtown developers. 

�e four candidates for two New Rochelle 
School Board openings and the unopposed 
incumbent for a New Rochelle Public Library 
Board of Trustees slot have been invited to a 
candidate forum sponsored by the League of 
Women Voters of New Rochelle scheduled 
May 8 at 6:30 p.m. at the Library�s Ossie Davis 
Auditorium, 1 Library Plaza. Doors open at 6 
p.m.

Questions for the candidates can be sub-
mitted at the forum, or ahead of time to Joan 
Alexander at royjoanalex@yahoo.com. �e 
election is May 16 and will include voting on 
the school and library budgets.

Candidates for the two �ve-year terms on 
the school board are Vincent Malfetano, Amy 

Moselhi, Paul Warhit and Moraydda Rosado. 
�ey are running for the two seats being vacat-
ed by long-time board members David Lacher 
and Chrisanne Petrone, who are not running 
for re-election.

For the library Board of Trustees, incum-
bent Yadira Ramos-Herbert is running unop-
posed and will make a short statement. She was 
elected in 2016 to complete the last year of a 
�ve-year term.

�e forum will be moderated by a LWV 
member from outside New Rochelle. It will be 
recorded and shown repeatedly on Cablevision 
Channel 77, Verizon Channel 30, in the days 
before the election, and a link will be available 
for on-demand viewing.

Rabbi Steven Kane at Congregation Sons 
of Israel in Briarcli� Manor will host a special 
event this month.  

Rabbi Lila Kagedan (who is one of Kane�s 
colleagues at the Hartman Institute) is the 
�rst female orthodox rabbi to occupy a pulpit. 
While she is the third woman to be ordained 
by an orthodox seminary in the U.S., she is the 
�rst to assume the title �rabbi� (the other two 
are called Rabbah and Maharat).

�is winter the lay body of Orthodox Ju-

daism, the famous Orthodox Union, decided 
that a woman may not be hired as clergy at any 
of its synagogues. Nevertheless, Kagedan cur-
rently serves as the rabbi of the historic Walnut 
Street Orthodox Synagogue in Chelsea, Mass. 
She will be speaking at CSI that evening on 
��e Challenges of Being an Orthodox Rabbi 
and a Woman.�  

�e talk will take place Wednesday, May 
10, at 7:30 p.m., and is sponsored by �e Rabbi�s 
Circle at CSI. It is free and open to the public.
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Legoland Discovery Center Westchester�s 
newest attraction, Lego Ninjago City Adventure, 
is open just in time for spring break. �e new 
$750,000, 2,300-square-foot interactive play area 
(larger than four average-sized New York City 
apartments!) was inaugurated in a formal �brick 
chopping� (ribbon cutting) ceremony. On hand 
for the festivities was Ridge Hill General Man-
ager Andrew Hardy, Legoland Discovery Cen-
ter Westchester General Manager Chris Mines, 
Sensei Vladimir Zolottev and his students from 
Ki Martial Arts in Tuckahoe, and Lego Ninjago 
character Kai.

Lego Ninjago City Adventure immerses 
guests into the world of the popular Lego Ninjago 
building sets. Modeled a�er the Temple of Airjit-
zu, the two-story play structure puts guests� physi-
cal skills to the test � balance, agility, strength and 
endurance � on their quest to become a Spinjitzu 
Master, all while experiencing more than 20 in-

teractive features. Highlights include a horizontal 
climbing wall, color crush re�ex reaction game, 
obstacle course challenges inspired by kids� favor-
ite Ninjago characters, and more. 

For the attraction�s youngest visitors, Nin-
jago City Adventure is also equipped with a spe-
cial toddler area that features a spin cup, toddler 
climber and drum panel.

Legoland Discovery Center Westchester is 
a 32,300-square-foot indoor attraction featuring 
millions of Lego bricks. Its educational and in-
teractive elements appeal to a wide range of ages, 
with a focus on children age 3 to 10. �e attraction 
features classes led by model builders to engage 
the minds of its young visitors, two Lego rides, a 
new 4D Lego movie, special birthday party rooms 
and Miniland � the venue�s signature recreation 
of landmark locations and buildings throughout 
Westchester County and New York City, made en-
tirely out of Lego bricks.

�e internationally-acclaimed New York-
based Cassatt String Quartet will perform a 
special �Midnight Run Bene�t Concert� on 
Sunday, May 14 at 3 p.m. at the South Presby-
terian Church, 343 Broadway, Dobbs Ferry. �e 
program includes Mendelssohn�s �String Quar-
tet Op. 81,� Capriccio, and Beethoven�s �String 
Quartet Op. 132.�

�e suggested donation at the door is $20 
or $25 for adults or $10 or $15 for students and 
seniors. Advance donations may be mailed to 
Midnight Run, 97 Main St., Dobbs Ferry, NY; 
or South Presbyterian Church, 343 Broadway, 
Dobbs Ferry, NY.   

For more information, call 914-693-0473 
or email o�ce@southpres.org.

�e Cassatt String Quartet was the �rst 
quartet chosen for Juilliard�s Young Artists 
Quartet Program. Since then, it has performed 
at New York�s Alice Tully Hall, and Weill Re-
cital Hall at Carnegie Hall, Tanglewood Music 

�eater, the Kennedy Center in Washington, 
D.C., �eatre des Champs-ÉlysØes in Paris, and 
the Beijing Central Conservatory in China. At 
the Library of Congress, Cassatt performed on 
the library�s matched quartet of Stradivarius in-
struments, and performed the three complete 
Beethoven quartet cycles at the University at 
Bu�alo.

�e Cassatt String Quartet has been heard 
on NPR�s Performance Today, Boston�s WGBH, 
and New York�s WQXR and WNYC. It has 30 
recordings, and was named three times to Alex 
Ross� �10 best classical recordings of the year� in 
�e New Yorker magazine. 

�e quartet is named for the celebrated 
American impressionist painter Mary Cassatt. 
Members include Muneko Otani and Jennifer 
Leshnower on violin, Ah Ling Neu on viola, and 
Elizabeth Anderson on cello.   

For more information, visit www.cassat-
tquartet.com.

Ninjago City opens at Legoland Ridge Hill Yonkers.

The Cassat String Quartet.

Lego Ninjago City Adventure 
Opens at Legoland

Cassatt String Quartet to 
Perform Bene�t Concert

�e Chapel Middle School was treated 
April 24 to an inspirational message from Ho-
locaust survivor Alex Rosner, who talked about 
how he was moved from one concentration 
camp to another, his family�s relationship with 
Oscar Schindler, and his strong will to live.  

When asked about what it feels like to share 
his experiences, Rosner said it was not an easy 
task. �At �rst, I turned my back on everything 
related to the Holocaust,� he said. �I did not want 
to think about it our talk about it with anyone. I 
felt like talking about the dark past was like feed-
ing the devil.� 

However, Rosner said he needed to move 
forward.

�Life is about choosing between love and 

hate,� he said. �I had hatred, but I found love and 
there was no room for hate. Like riding a train, 
you have to go one way or the other. I chose 
love� and I choose love.�

Rosner�s �nal words of advice for his au-
dience were as simple as they were powerful, 
�Don�t turn your back on your conscience.�  

�is event was held at Concordia College�s 
Sommer Center for Worship and Performing 
Arts and co-sponsored by �e Chapel School 
Parent-Teacher Organization and Concordia 
College�s Education Division.

For more information about �e Chapel 
School, visit www.thechapelschool.org; for more 
information about Concordia College, visit 
www.concordia-ny.edu.   

Holocaust survivor Alex Rosner told students from The Chapel Middle School, “Don’t turn your 
back on your conscience” and “choose love.”

Holocaust Survivor Shares 
Message of Hope with Students 

Yonkers to NYC: 
Give us our Waterfront!

By Dan Murphy
One of the last remaining pieces of the Yon-

kers downtown redevelopment and environmental 
attractions is the 40-plus acres of riverfront prop-
erty known as the Alexander Street corridor. �e 
property sits north of the Yonkers train station and 
south of the Glenwood train station. 

It is the perfect location for a transit-oriented 
village, but also green spaces, a continuation of the 
city�s Hudson River promenade, and perhaps even a 
large riverfront park. Most of the former industrial 
property has been remediated through Brown�eld 
grants and is ready for development. Previous de-
velopers, under former Mayor Phil Amicone, have 
tried and failed to move forward with a project. 

One obstacle remains for an Alexander Street 
renaissance � a bus depot owned by New York City 
and used by the Metropolitan Transportation Au-
thority. �e bus lot was purchased by NYC in 2005, 
and now stands out of the character and vision of 
what the total set of properties can be. 

Further north on Alexander Street is the 
Glenwood power station. It stands as another pos-
sible development location. But all of this water-
front corridor needs an access route into and out 
of the area, which could be accomplished with the 
bus depot property. 

For several years, Mayor Mike Spano and the 
city have been asking New York City to discuss a 
relocation of the bus depot, to no avail. Sources in-
side Yonkers City Hall say NYC has either not been 
interested in a move, or has suggested a sum of 
$25 million to accommodate its relocation of MTA 
buses. Another argument used by NYC is that the 
MTA buses service Yonkers residents. However, 
Yonkers said that while some residents do ride the 
MTA buses, but they mostly serve Bronx residents. 

�e Yonkers Industrial Development Agency 
voted to set public hearings on acquiring three par-
cels of land � including condemnation by eminent 
domain of a portion of land used by New York City 
as a bus depot on Alexander Street along the down-
town waterfront. �e other two parcels YIDA will 
consider acquiring by eminent domain is an empty 
parking lot near the intersection of Point Street and 
Ravine Avenue, and an empty parking lot near the 
intersection of Yonkers Avenue and Currans Av-
enue.

Yonkers has been trying for years, without 
success, to work with New York City to �nd an al-
ternative for the MTA buses stored at the Alexan-
der Street site. Yonkers wants to use a portion of 
the property to extend Alexander Street in order to 
facilitate an already-approved residential and com-
mercial development. Despite repeated requests 
from Yonkers, New York City has failed to respond 
with a reasonable price for the property � asking 
that Yonkers pay $25 million for a new bus garage 
elsewhere in addition to the cost of the land. New 
York acquired the land several years ago at a little 
over $10 million. 

�I daresay if these buses were stored along the 
Manhattan or Brooklyn waterfronts they would be 
relocated in a heartbeat,� said Spano. ��is bus de-
pot is smack in the middle of a major waterfront 
revitalization plan for Yonkers, and we need to re-
solve this once and for all.�

A spokeswoman for NYC, Cathy Hanson said 
the waterfront depot provides �critical transporta-
tion services� to Bronx residents. ��e City of New 
York is committed to continued dialogue with all 
stakeholders to determine how to meet both the 
development needs of Yonkers while preserving 
transportation services to the Bronx,� she said.

YIDA voted to conduct a public hearing on 
the possible condemnation of a portion of the 
property needed for roadway improvements, 
which would be the �rst step to an eventual taking. 
�e Yonkers City Council had previously approved 
an initial condemnation request, but Spano said 
utilizing YIDA is now more appropriate since it is 
expected to be involved in the overall Alexander 
Street redevelopment project.

Eminent Domain proceedings are not sup-
ported by many under any circumstances, in-
cluding by former Yonkers Rising Publisher Nick 
Sprayregen, who went through a legendary legal 
battle with Columbia University over its eminent 
domain takeover of his properties in northern 
Manhattan.  

Others argue that in Sprayregen�s case, there 
was no true public bene�t from Columbia Univer-
sity expanding its campus. In the case of Yonkers 
and NYC, the public bene�ts are great. 

I think Spano got the attention of NYC Mayor 
Bill de Blasio. 

A rendering of the Alexander Street corridor and the possibilities of a transit-oriented village 
with greenspace and parkland for all.




